CCPL North Royalton
North Royalton, Ohio

The design of the new 30,000 square-foot branch library for the Cuyahoga County Public Library system effortlessly integrates the fundamentals of a library function within the current forested landscape.  Vegetation covers much of the site perimeter and climaxes with a dense blend of deciduous and coniferous plantings to the south of the property.   This pure commitment to preserving and enhancing the current scenic vistas is reflected in this library design.

 

The design concept reinforces the Owner’s commitment to providing sustainable design with their capital improvement projects and reinforces this dedication to their patrons.  The configuration of the building provides a perspective the library is an extension of the surrounding environment with all services and functions located on one visual plane.
 

The interior layout of the structure is configured to maximize the current natural setting and provide numerous opportunities for patrons to enjoy the landscape around the library.  These east-facing areas are largely clad in glazing to capture the views while the opposite practical functions are framed in wood panels to reflect the energy conservation of the project.

The program required the following scope of work:

Single story construction of approximately 30,000 square feet that is fully accessible • Sustainable design techniques, LEED Silver certification • An energy efficient and low maintenance solution to reduce operational costs • A lighting and security layout to provide a safe environment for the patrons • A building solution that compliments the surrounding community and reflects the beliefs of the patrons, who were much involved in the design process •  Sightlines and layout that minimizes the staffing requirements of the building and increased square footage •  Full architectural services including programming, FFE, and post occupancy evaluation •  Community and local stakeholder outreach and input

The steel frame building, clad in precast concrete, provides a contextual image that suggests the community enjoy the many facets of a state-of-the-art library.  Environmental solutions were incorporated to realize economic operations.  
The community responded by exclaiming their reaction to what they felt was the ideal image of the libraries mission statement.
