
A L C H E M Y :  V E N I C E  B I E N N A L E  2 0 1 8
E X H I B I T  C O L U M B U S  2 0 1 7

Arrange your copper pieces into a composition on top of the board and carefully slide the board into the press. 

Apply weight to the lever arm of the press until you hear a crunching sound.

The reclaimed wood joists were imprinted with geometric 
patterns made from negative scraps of copper from automotive 
parts, and then sanded to reveal the impressions in the 
century- old wood. Hundreds of patterns were created by local 
Columbus, Indiana schoolchildren during a workshop hosted 
by our students, and recall some of the hieroglyphs in the work 
of Eliel Saarinen at the First Christian Church and the playful 
geometric work of Charlie Harper. The wood is connected 
with delicate copper joints that are the leftover profiles from an 
electrical panel component, routed into the wood and held with 
conduit staples. 

The students fabricated a custom steel press to create the wood impressions
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